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Year Group News 

Year 6 Next week, in Maths, Year 6 w ill begin to look at position and direction. They w ill learn 
about reading and plotting co-ordinates on a 4 quadrant grid and will begin to look at translation and re-
flection within co-ordinate grids. In English, we will begin our poetry unit where we will study a variety of 
Haiku poems and build up to writing our own 'Frozen Kingdom' related Haiku poems. Our topic work will 
reach the innovation stage of our learning, where the children will be immersed in challenges related to 
our topic learning this term. Throughout the week, we will continue to prepare for our Christmas Carol 
Concert.   

Year 5 Year 5 have been incredibly busy this week!  In English, the children have been writing a 
non-chronological report about an imaginary planet.  They have used a range of sentence openers and 
ambitious vocabulary to write detailed paragraphs about their planet. What can your child tell you about 
the planet they created?  In Maths, they have been calculating the perimeter of shapes and next week we 
will build on this by calculating area.  Our reading sessions have initiated a lot of discussion about the  
similarities between ‘How to Catch a Star’ and ‘The Way Back Home’, both written by Oliver Jeffers. Look 
out for some of our book reviews, which will be available to view on our website soon. We are really  
looking forward to preparing for our Christmas Carol Concert, which you will have the opportunity to watch 
in the final week of term – more details about this will be coming home soon.  

Year 4 Thank you to everybody who joined us for the tree lighting on Monday and a special thank you to 
Mr Daniels for organising the lights. Next week in year 4, we will be combining English and our Playlist  
topic to look at different traditional songs and the different features of both songs and poetry. By the end 
of the week, we hope to have created our own for performance poetry about the ear! In Maths, we will be 
looking at multiplying and dividing by 12, factors and multiplying by 3 numbers. 

Year 2 We w ill be continuing our writing block on newspaper reporting, and w ill be researching 
and writing a newspaper article on the discoveries made by Mary Anning. We will be learning about  
number families and number facts in Maths. Our spelling focus rule for the week will be 'il', where we will 
be generating words with this spelling pattern and identifying and matching words with the spelling rule in 
them. We will be busy rehearsing for our big Christmas production to be held on Wednesday, 11th Decem-
ber. A letter has been sent home with updated information about ticket allocation and arrangements, 
please make sure that you have seen and read this and returned the slip to your child's teacher 

Year 1 Year 1 loved performing their Mince P ie Sing-a-long this week. Thank you to all the  
parents/carers and families who were able to attend our performance! In Maths next week, we will be 
starting our new unit of learning on shape. We will be exploring 2D and 3D shapes and completing lots of 
practical activities to help us learn the names. In English, we will be continuing our letter writing by plan-
ning a letter to Father Christmas. What questions might you ask him? We are all very excited for our KS1 
Christmas party on Thursday!   

Foundation Stage We w ill go full on festive next week w ith an abundance of Christmas fun. Our 
focus text will be 'The Jolly Christmas Postman' and we will be making Christmas cards and writing letters 
to post. We will be trying our hand at wrapping presents of various shapes and sizes and talking about a 
range of 3D shapes as we work . Alongside this, we will be putting up and decorating our Christmas tree. 
Our Nativity will take place on Wednesday 11th December at 9.30am. We would like your child to come in 
festive mufti on this day and we will provide costumes for those who need them in the cast. Are you  
getting excited? We are! 

Year 3 We had a fantastic time celebrating the lighting of the Goosewell Christmas tree this 
week and thank you for your support with this.  It has been a very busy week in Year 3 we have complet-
ed our Non-chronological reports about our own dragon and even created some beautiful water colour art 
to go with them.  Next week in English, we will begin looking at different poems linked to predators.  Our 
reading focus will be comprehension skills where we focus on how to answer comprehension questions.  In 
Maths, we will be focussing on practicing the 8 times table we will be representing our calculations using 
pictures and the bar model. We will also be dividing by 8. 

Dear Parents / Carers 
 
As you know, this week Ofsted inspected Goosewell Academy over a period of two 
days with three inspectors. The inspectors were in the school each day from 8am  
finishing at 6pm. The report is not published however until around 30 working days 
after the inspection, which will take us into the new year. In the meantime, I am not 
able to comment further. I would however, like to take the opportunity to thank all 
the families who have supported the school during the process. I would also like to 
thank the children and the staff of Goosewell Academy for their commitment and  
dedication during this period. 
 

Have a restful weekend.  James Gentile, Headteacher 



Service Family Online Survey 
 
Thank you for your responses to our recent 
online Service Family Survey. 
 
The survey will remain open for the rest of 
the term, after which feedback will be  
collated. Jo Penk will then make contact 
with parents/carers to look at some of the 
suggestions and feedback. 
 
If you are a service family and you haven’t 
already completed the online survey. Please 
click on the link below to complete 
 

Service Families Survey 
 

Parent Support Adviser News from Jo Penk 
Don’t forget to look at the PSA section of the Goosewell Academy website, for information on clubs, 
support and activities for families throughout the year. You can find further details by clicking here 
PSA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 

Plymstock Children & Young 
People’s Community Forum 
Please find a link to this new forum 
which has been set up to discuss 
our community and how Plymstock 
can be made an even better place 
to live. Children from local schools, 
including Goosewell, attended the 
very first forum meeting. 
 
Plymstock Children’s Forum 
 
Plymstock Community Forum 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/537py89
http://www.goosewell.plymouth.sch.uk/web/psa/412162
https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/production-eu-west-1/user_store/2299261/user/2cR6XuhrNc?
https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/production-eu-west-1/user_store/2299261/user/C30HX7bEUb?


Christmas Countdown Calendar 
 

Mon 2nd December 
5.00pm Year 3/Year 4 
Christmas Tree Lighting 
Celebration 
(All welcome)  

Tues 3rd December 
 
 

Wed 4th December 
9.30-10.30am Year 1 
Mince Pie Sing-a-Long 
In the main hall 
(for parents/carers) 

Thurs 5th December 
 
 

Fri 6th December 
9.30-10.30am Jack ’n’ 
Jills 
Nativity in the Main Hall 

Mon 9th December Tues 10th December 
 
 

Wed 11th December 
9.30-10.30am Reception 
Nativity in the main hall 
(for parents/carers) 

 
2.00pm Year 2 
Christmas Around the 
World performance 
 
5.00pm Year 2 
Christmas Around the 
World performance 
 
 

Thurs 12th December 
Reception & Key 
Stage 1  
Christmas Party  

Fri 13th December 
Christmas Jumper Day 
in support of Little  
Harbour & Children’s 
Hospice South West 

Mon 16th December 
Year 3 & Year 4  
Christmas Party  

Tues 17th December 
2.00-3.00pm Year 5 & 
Year 6 Carol Service 
at Plymstock Church 
 
6.00-7.00pm Year 5 & 
Year 6 Carol Service 
at Plymstock Church 

Wed 18th December 
Year 5 
Christmas Party 

Thurs 19th December 
Christmas Dinner 
 
Year 6 
Christmas Party 

Fri 20th December 
Whole school (free) 
mufti for end of term 
 
 

Christmas comes to Goosewell 
 
 
Thank you to our wonderful Year 3 
and Year 4 singers and narrators and 
of course our tuneful Key Stage 1 
Song Club who gave a wonderful  
performance at the Christmas tree 
lighting on Monday evening. It is 
lovely to see our Christmas tree, our 
community beacon, sparkling and 
shining in all of its finery. 
 
Thank you too to everyone who 
joined us, and to the PTA who kept 
us warm with hot drinks and mince 
pies! 
 
 



Dates for your diaries - all future activities, meetings and  
assemblies can be found here on the school website calendar  
 
DECEMBER 
Wednesday 11th 
Reception Nativity for families in the Main Hall 9.30am 
Year 2 Christmas Around the World Performance in the Main Hall 2.00pm 
Year 2 Christmas Around the World Performance in the Main Hall 5.00pm 
Thursday 12th 
Reception and KS1 Christmas Party 
Rocksteady Concert for Parents/Carers in the Main Hall 2.30pm 
Friday 13th 
Christmas Jumper Day for Little Harbour and Children’s Hospice South West 
 

Future dates: 
Friday 20th December      Last day of Term 2 
Monday 23rd December — Friday 3rd January  Christmas break 
Monday 6th January & Tuesday 7th January  Non Pupil Days 
Wednesday 8th January      First day of Term 3 
Friday 14th February       Last day of Term 3 
Monday 17th February — Friday 21st February  Term break 
Monday 24th February      First day of Term 4 

Wear Your Christmas Jumper Day 
in support of LittLe Harbour anD CHiLDren’s HospiCe soutH West 

Friday 13th December 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Oliver Brown’s favourite time of the year was Christmas and this December, we will be 
holding a Christmas Jumper Day in Oliver’s memory. On Friday 13th December 2019 all 
children (and grown ups!) are invited to come to school dressed in their favourite 
Christmas jumpers instead of their school jumpers over their uniforms. Christmas jump-
ers may be worn in exchange for a donation (suggested minimum £1) for Little Harbour 
and Children’s Hospice South West. This charity has been a great support to the Brown 
family over recent times and we hope that you will join us in raising vital funds for this 
very special place. 

http://www.goosewell.plymouth.sch.uk/web/calendar





